Safe Routes Nebraska Funding Award Template   


The following news release template can be tailored to announce through your local media that your program was awarded Safe Routes Nebraska funding. 
Using the Template 

· Fill in the bracketed areas with information about your organization or program.


· Logo: We encourage organizations that are awarded funding to use the Safe Routes Nebraska logo in addition to their own program logo. This will help familiarize the media and public with the Safe Routes Nebraska brand. You may also choose to print the news release on your organization’s letterhead. 

· Contact information: It is important to choose a point person for the news release who will be available once the release is distributed to discuss your local Safe Routes Nebraska program. Use the contact phone number that has the greatest likelihood of reaching the person.


· Length: The ideal news release is no longer than one page in length.


· Identify media contacts: Contact your local school district public information office. Ask if you can obtain the appropriate media distribution lists and contacts to send the release to in your community. 


· Distribution: Distribute the release to local media contacts (television, radio, and newspaper) through e-mail, fax, mail, or hand delivery.
Scroll down to page 2 for the news release.
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    CONTACT: [Name, [Release date]







    number and e-mail]
[Local Program] Receives Federal Safe Routes to School Funding

[City], Neb. – [City, community or organization name] was awarded $[dollar amount] recently by the Nebraska Department of Road’s Safe Routes Nebraska program to build safer walking and biking routes to school for local children. 

The Safe Routes Nebraska program provides schools and community groups with the funding they need to build safer routes to and from school. These improvements include engineering solutions as well as safety training, awareness and strategies to encourage children to get the exercise they need to lead happy, healthy lives.  


[Include a brief description about your local program that received funding and how it will impact children in your community.] 


Childhood obesity rates have more than tripled in the past 30 years while the number of children walking and biking to school has declined. According to the 2001 National Household Travel Survey, less than 16 percent of students between the ages of 5 and 15 walked or biked to or from school, compared to 42 percent in 1969. 


The Safe Routes Nebraska funding will benefit local school children and encourage community involvement in the Safe Routes effort. [Include a quote from a key coordinator about how this Safe Routes Nebraska program will benefit the children and community.]  

Through the 2005 passage of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), Congress designated a total of $612 million toward developing the National Safe Routes to School Program. 

The Safe Routes Nebraska program will receive about $1 million in funds annually from the National Safe Routes to School Program. Schools and communities across Nebraska are eligible to apply for a portion of these funds to help build safer routes to and from school and to promote walking and biking.
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For additional information or to get involved, visit these Web sites:

[Your Organization]




Safe Routes Nebraska


[Your Organization Web address] 


www.SafeRoutesNE.org 
